
A PEEP AT A BALLET RUSSE REHEARSAL
Life As a Dancer Closely Resembles
the Hardest Kind of Work--

Trainer and Director Have
Their Troubles, Too.

TAe r;¡;r¡iiuj <>ld pumo t/.i.c forth B creek and the hallet mine to order. The ar¬

tists on the side lines whipped out their sketch hooks, the reporters put
on their tortolsC'Shells and the business of the day Inuan."

By Sarah Addinoton.
Drawing» by Llura Tiee.

THY. Ballet Kusse, leaping down on one

t. . Into New York Harbor, whirled
a moment, bowed, then, kissing a

ha:-,', to re; orters and photographers, ran

t up to the Century Theatre and
Ufh a door marked "No Admittance."

"For, oh, mademoiselle" (our Russian is a

bit infirm, so we give the English) "only four
little day?, and so much rehearsing!"
"But I thought they'd been giving these

things right along," one queried t'.ie hovering
press agent.
"Eh bier,!" responded that versatile gentle¬

man, "but if you knew the way of art you
I comprehend that rehearsals we have

always with us.and one does not toe dance
on beard a rolling ship."
And then as we looked Into the Red Re¬

hearsal Room (named for the cheery 6carlet
axe therein, walls and floors being drab) and
the other rooms bearing just as appropriate
appellations, we had a glimpse of the life of
a ballet dancer. And that life is very pimple:
She just dances.about nine hours of the
twenty-four.

First there was Mile. Zenia Maclezova, the

premiere, working away in dingy tarlatan
ballet ss!:t before a long mirror in the big¬
gest, barest room of them all. She smiled and

greeted us, and tien, after twinkling around
a moment en impatient toes, excused herself.
an1, springing suddenly high in the air.
alighted with mincing steps, fiung her arms

back, leaned iur to one side, and, holding the
pose, frowned fiercely at her figure in the
looking glass.
She be¿an it over and did it again and

again. A strand cf hair blew loose and played
on her forehead; she stuck it under her tight
ribbon band relentlessly.. No time for trap-

\

"/mm tittii M. tie l)i;i(ihilttï moved
thimis happened."

p¡ru,s. no thought of glory. If you have thought
of a dancer's li.e «is beil. ; one of sweetness and

lig] t and afternoon tca>. remember the grav
little figure In the huf;e barren room at the

Century.the gray little figure who becomes
so brilliant a Fire Bird, bo confident a Prin
cess.

TUNELESS MUSIC.

Across the hall a lesson was going on Mme
Tchernichova in royal blue skirts going
through her steps to the tap of s cane and a

tuneless whistle, both executed by the wrin¬
kled old ballet master. M. Cecchettt, who has

seen them all through their years of practice.
Pavlowa, Lopokowa and the rest. He sits

there quietly, little narrow collar and rex! tie

on the chair beside him, bandana handkerchief
crumpled in his left hand, his right hand tap¬
ping the cane He sits there whistling softlv
no tune at all, his keen little eyes watching
every move of the dancer. Such an old little
man, seventy-two, you know, the age when

some old men are mumbling in the chimney
corner. But he is not the mumbling kind,
arita. all his wrinkles curving up, with his

quick Italian eyes, his master's knowledge of
what those pink feet ought to be doing, how
those arms should be posed. And. too, when

you see his authoritative grand manner as the
Immortal in the Fire Bird you would surely
thir.k he was a man in his halest forties, strong
and rejoicing to ran his race.

"Oh, Cecchetti is as young as the youngest
of us," says the ballet proudly, while he smiles
at them with his sweet old man's smile and
bows in low courtesy to the newcomer.

There was a rush past the door of many
figure», the chôme on its way to a rehearsal
in queer little practice costumes of every
color.
Following them to the Red Rehearsal Room

you might think the rehearsal was on, by the
flying and swooping and stooping and pirouet¬
ting that was being done; but no, that was

merely the limbering up. The real work would
come later. They coached each other, tried
steps in groups, ran and skipped and swayed
and tiptoed all over the room, chattering
French and Russian.

THE TORTOISE SHELLS IN ACTION.
M. Gregorief. tall and lean, finally took the

centre, the rattly old piano gave forth a

crash and the ballet came to order. The ar¬

tists on the side lines whipped out their sketch,
books, the reporters put on their tortoise
shells and the business of the day bs-jan
Around the room they danced and danced,
trying the same thing over and over.

"It really isn't so interesting, you know,"

said one writer prison to .-mother. "Well, do
von suppose ymi utr interesting at your typc-
writri ?" was the answer.

M. Gregoiirf provided a litMe color, how¬
ever, lie shouted and Rfsti.ul.itnl, s.uh; and
beat his banda together, climbed on top ol
his chair, rode astride it atrenuousl**, threw it

around the room, grunted and snarled and
snorted, and om r when tins w. nderful, al¬
most perfect, group ol f;.il dancen made

some alight mistake emitted roch i wild,
étrange animal nuise thai the aidelinera looked
B1 each other in horror and shivered. Yet

the dancers' white browa were untroubled and
theit countensncea serene.

crowd of them, the men in defhirs, the ladies
with their mulls tucked securely in front of

them, Just orne in to i in^- ft t!ie Russian
ballet at 50 cetits a ni«<ht, ami cnhfcly un¬

moved l'y the glories of Russian musit.. They
bid tome from everywhere, and they
looked it.

"All the wal'ss of I ; ff representad there,"
announced the press agent briskly from be¬

hind his bottle of frrmili >¦ (he doesn't have
time to eat. poor thin;;!) "Most oí them mov¬

ía.; picture ctors out of fobs "

There was a rustle in the audience, Ser^e
de Diaghilefl had arrived, and it waa nearly
time for ttie principale. The orchestra be«

"If. (irenorlef shunted and

gestlculstsd, sano und best
his tuutd» together, climbed
on tup of his chair, rode

nstridc It strenuously und

threw it around the room."

In came some of the chorus men to

on, one with high*heeled American buttoned
shoes of the year 1910. an attempt to compli¬
ment our prevailing fashion, «it le.ist. Thi
«¿iris danced on and on.

"They must b<- ¡nmented tue writer

person to her friend.
"They look by all means alive," came the

answer.

We left them still dancing, nobody could
st.->y as long as they were going to be there,
apparently, for there was going to be a re

hearsal of the "supers" downstairs on the
stage; one rrTUst see that.
The rehearsal of t1ic supers was of just

as serious intent as were the others, but the

danger line of comedy was often approai lied.
There they stood on the huge stage, a stolid

gan 'he overture of tiie Fire Bird. 1 here Wü

another rustic. Pavlowa had come in. Two
or three people rushed up to her; they all
kicsed. Another rustle.

'Daniel Mayer, the greatest impressario in
the world, my «îeir, a true European artist

verer," whispered some one.

Macle/'iva was in t!ie midst of her opening
dune when a great hammering from above
made the big theatre ring.

"Yxzchoskyl Milkinowitch! Herovina.
x/ogh1' exclaimed M. de Diaghilefï, sav-

agrly, glaring up to the balcony at blank dark¬
ness. Somebody went up to investigate and

- 1 out an innocent-faced workman. He
light d >¦ . l before the tribunal

and at his arraignment his harmle
changed to animosity.

"YOU might think the rehearsal v. as on by the tt) log ' UnSMU
and plrousttlng that were being done; hut no, that wat

limbering up. The real work wouldcomt

"St. p thai do you hear?" he was

BC when we're rehearsing.
Haven't y u < er been in a theatre before?"

Í have that," he said mutinously. "But,
s;-y **0U tell me to finish me work

by noon I m rrow and to-night you tell me

to .¦ p Wh - it?"
y aent him back unanswered an 1 be

strode up the aisle muttering.
"I suppose they want velvet tools," he

jeered to himself, ". r perhaps they want me

to string them wires together with baby rib

M. D t staring moodily at a blank
curtain once wren nothing was happening.
Then prang up and something
immediately did happen: the dance began.
Every time he moved things happened, too.

And he moved most of the time, from his --eat

up to the Stage, instructing the orchestra
leader, orderin , the stage manager, shouting
to the ballet master.

'There wa» another rustle. Pavlowa
liad come in."

i a «rond
- n, "and there i m

(it doesn't mattei
It doc ' " .-

has to be done."
An electi light l

ately on Massin s head
he didn a

even the dancers had
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The dire'
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but oh' so "' tl
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"and my dear, every rime
supers I want to hcwl. '.

awed, and I can'l I
even of laughing arith S

ness going on. Isn't ir i

It was. And v.:.r: one i

its glory during a ; t * I ».ay U)

"Gee, what practice it rr

so on and so forth, but -
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sure to be a i
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work ti-.is way to no effl
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Give Kim a Real Welcome by Insuring Him
Against Exploitation and Struggles

for Which He Is Unprepared.
r>\ FREDERIC C. HOWE.

United States Commissioner of Immigration.
tttI; CANNOT altogether blame the hy-
\ \ phenatca who ex;re>s lukewarmne«.s
. " toward the United States. We aro

ready with criticism, but we do not always real¬
ize that the attitude of foreigners toward Amer-
i a is partially a reflection of our attitude, as

Amernans, toward them. We are, to a con¬

siderable extent, responsible for the progress
cr lack of grcsa made by immigrants tow¬

ard good citizenship.
1 a basis of our Immigration policy Is this:

About 98 ; cr tent of those who come are ad
nutted, 2 per cent aie rejected. In other words,
we weh me all but 2 per cent, rejecting only
puih as are physically or mentally unfit. We do
not admit undesirables, because they would
tend to weaken the American stock.

I interpreted our laws, when I took up my
wo;k out here on Ellis Island, as being both
positive and negative, embodying the percent¬
age just mentioned. Heretofore the emphasis
had been directed toward keeping out the un¬

desirables. Nothing was done for the vast

ijority admitted to this country. Our wel¬
come, in fact, was but of flashing duration.
We said, "Y mey come in." Then we turned
our backs on them.

After foreigners had passei inspection they
were passed into the country wnthuut further

ceremony. The government washed its hands
of them. Inste.. ! f systematically going about
it to help the newcomers find a place and gain
a foothold in America, the government simply
lade them fare as they could

This seemed to me a sadly mistaken policy,
« id I determined that Ellis Island, the great¬
est gateway the world has ever known, and
through which, in normal times, a million peo
pie enter the country annually, should be an

agency of aervne. I wanted the first impres
.ion of the Immigrant to be auch as to justify

dreams that democracy is aomething other
than absolutism and oppression. It »vas my
ambition to make these dreams come true, in
so far as my influence and the influence of my
office could extend.

But, after all. though Ellis Island Dlighl be
made attractive, and though laws of courtesy
and kindness might go into rigid effect oui

here, all this could have merely the effect of
a short welcome When the immigrant passe i
off the tiny island and entered New York,
what then? His lot was hardly a happy one,

He was exploited and otherwis. imposed
upon at every step. His troubles began at once,
and dogged his travels across the length and
breadth of this country.
We began by ileaning-up conditions on out¬

going trains, which carry 70 per cent of the
admitted immigrants west to Pittsburgh, Cleve
land, Chicago, etc. We inspected the tr.»ins. in¬
sisted upon ample a-commodatir ns, got rid of
wooden iars and insured the safety of passen¬
gers from the beginning of their journey to its
end.
We inspected immigrant hotels and lodging

houses in New York. Some of them we put
out of business for extortion and other abuses.
Nearly 80 j er cent of the population of
New York are e:ther foreign-bom or chil¬
dren of foreign parents. We opened up two
stations in New Yoik, one at Barge House and
one at 240 East Seventy-ninth Street. Ttiese
we designated as clearing houses for all immi¬
grant complaints. Inspectors were placed in
charge of them, instructed to look after every
«tort of complaint, to direct night schools and
to advise about citizenship and naturalization.
These inspectors were asked to consider as one

of their d'.'ties the assistance of immigrants
when in difficulties with the police. The police
and school departments read.ly cooperate«!
with these agencies, whose primary object was

to protect all aliens against imposition, fraud
and loba.

But all this work has been of an Informal
and unofficial nature. In my opinion, we ought
to have a definite Federal Immigration policy
which should look after the immigrant until
he is actually identifie.! with this country in
every possible way. As a first step in this di¬
rection, we are bo rda of education
all over the. United States with the naint t

arriving children, BO t'-at they may be put In
school without losa ol time. We send out week¬
ly reports, which each i ity follows. Thus we

get hold of the \ ngei generation of foreign¬
ers, petting it started on the road of good citi¬
zenship. If this younger generation be thor¬
oughly assimilated there will rot be much fear
from the older generation.

Still, of course, in the latter we have a btg
problem In the first place, employer.» gener¬
ally look upon the mature immigrant as 1..

much human raw material for mines and mills.
They exploit him BO long as his working
¡lowers make him e When he is old
they cast him - him to be
at the expense of tue community. I
are always st: rig free immigration becaure
this keeps up a steady stream of cheap labor,
which ci e-. not become idetl C v. tii
ised lab : 1 here is a constant conflict between
immigrant and organized labor. This is not

surprising, since, from the point of view of the
labor unit ns, immi ,ratl n interferes with the
exi-tmg stand.¡r.l ol living, while, from the

point of view of the employer, It Insures a

quantity of common labor at a low wage.
Secretary of Labor Wilson is working out a

bjg plan whereby the alien, through a division
of information organised at Washington, will
be put in touch with profitable jobs. Last year,
through immigrant a^ncies, nearly 40.000 jobs
were found for newcomers. The System is be¬
ing gradually developed, and will eventually

:<. the whole country It began by an ef¬
fort of the Department of Labor to place men
on farms, and While its scope lias broadened
very materially, the rural field is still being
vigorously wcrkrd.

It ha« also been proposed that the S^.OOO,-
000 which has accumulated from immigrant
head tixcs be appropriated by Congress and
usrl for the purpose of establishing agricult¬
or .1 »«lories. Small farms, of perhaps five to

tuen'y akrrs. h | roposed may be sou on in-
H ent, BO that the $9.000,000 will remain a

rotating fun !. lo be used over and over again.
B course, however, would rr iiiire action

C r ]' would alsn involve a close co¬

operation with railroads and systems of co-
. live n * in ,, making it p s-ible for the

new fail er 1 (et on his feet as quickly as pos-
liblc -This 1 sti official beginning of the first
real attempt which has been made to distribute
aliens where their service is most needed.

There is re.ont for millions of hard-workin;,.
industrial people in the United States. The im-

"After foreigners hau pntaaú Inspection they wart éusnpeé Into */*«. country without further
Cerenu/uy. lite yo\ eminent »? ashed Its h.unl^ oi thvnt."

Ile Generally Reflects Our Attitude Toward
Him, Says Frederic C. Howe.Education

and Sympathy Necessary«
migrants have only to be induced to become
fermera, In .'ead of herding in the overcrowded
cites It we could break up land speculation
an 1 open the toil to those actually wanting to

cultivate it, millions could be amply supported.
Surely not more than one-fifth of the land :n

the United Si Ite is properly cultivated. There
are sbout 10 acres held in estates aver¬

aging in size a thousand acres. These estates
are held for S] '. and are increasing in
value very rapidly. We cannot successfully
work out a distribution programme until we

do away with idle landholding. until we make
land cheap and accessible to those who really
want to make use ot it

the best means ; checking this evil has
been sdopted in Western Canada, where land
is to heavily ti::e e owner of a big
tract will either use bis ¡and or will sell it. As
this plan has proven i uccesa in Canada, so
also is it the plan adopted by Lloyd George
for India. Lan : n.i.st be used, and not heid, if
we are going to get anywhere at all in making
:e eq

i the problem is bigger even than Ijbor's
problem. The problem involves politics, liter«
acy.he Pro ably three-quarters of
the imi who hive come to America
during twentj years have settled east
of the M and north of the Ohio.
They settle largely in the big cities. In Chi¬

cago, Cleveland. New York. Boston and Pitts¬
burgh about 75 per cent of the total popula¬
tion is either foreign-born or immediately de¬
scende.! :. im the foreign-born. Not more than
halt of 1 ,,-.. are naturalize i
Ai e pero of the immigrants never
even lea Ige. they are undigested.
unassii ..- th« t.e by henatc ».

The problem ia one of .. isimilation. There
are 13.oaj.CutJ people in the United State* who
were bon in o bei countries, and about 18,-
000.00') children immediately descended from
the foreign-born. This totals 31,000,000. reprr-

sentina the foreign-bor-.
Our problem is to .** ^TJ .
ing our duty by them ' Are we d
can to el:
them cling? The pi
vite any doubt t

need a construct'.- Pe
icy.
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